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The	
  Exam	
  

• On	
  Paper	
  2	
  of	
  English	
  Literature	
  GCSE	
  –	
  25%	
  
of	
  Literature	
  mark.	
  

• 2	
  hour	
  15	
  minute	
  exam	
  for	
  both	
  Great	
  
Expectations	
  (Section	
  A)	
  and	
  Poetry	
  
Anthology	
  and	
  Unseen	
  Poetry	
  (Section	
  B).	
  

• Section	
  B,	
  Part	
  1:	
  Poetry	
  Anthology	
  –	
  spend	
  
35	
  minutes	
  on	
  this	
  section	
  (20	
  marks).	
  

• Section	
  B,	
  Part	
  2:	
  Unseen	
  Poetry	
  –	
  spend	
  45	
  
minutes	
  on	
  this	
  section	
  (20	
  marks).	
  

• Closed	
  book	
  exam.	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

 

Part	
  1:	
  Poetry	
  Anthology	
  

Answer	
  ONE	
  question	
  from	
  this	
  section	
  on	
  the	
  
Conflict	
  collection	
  of	
  poems	
  we	
  have	
  studied.	
  

You	
  will	
  be	
  given	
  one	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  anthology.	
  
COMPARE	
  how	
  the	
  poet	
  of	
  the	
  given	
  poem	
  and	
  
one	
  other	
  poem	
  present	
  a	
  theme	
  related	
  to	
  

conflict.	
  	
  

You	
  will	
  be	
  assessed	
  on:	
  

(AO2):	
  How	
  language,	
  structure	
  and	
  form	
  create	
  
meaning.	
  

(AO3):	
  The	
  context	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  
written.	
  

As	
  well	
  as	
  your	
  ability	
  to	
  compare	
  the	
  poems.	
  

	
  

Part	
  2:	
  Unseen	
  Poetry	
  

Answer	
  the	
  ONE	
  question	
  in	
  this	
  
section	
  comparing	
  two	
  unseen	
  

contemporary	
  poems.	
  

You	
  will	
  be	
  given	
  two	
  poems	
  
linked	
  by	
  a	
  theme.	
  

COMPARE	
  how	
  the	
  two	
  poets	
  
present	
  the	
  theme	
  through	
  
language,	
  structure	
  and	
  form	
  

(AO2).	
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Part	
  1:	
  
Poetry	
  

Anthology	
  	
  
-­‐	
  	
  

Conflict	
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Part	
  1	
  Poetry	
  Anthology	
  Mark	
  Scheme:
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To	
  get	
  Level	
  3:	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Example	
  answer:	
  

The	
  mark	
  scheme	
  in	
  our	
  own	
  words:	
  

-­‐ You	
  MUST	
  comment	
  on	
  LANGUAGE,	
  STRUCTURE	
  and	
  FORM	
  
-­‐ You	
  MUST	
  quote	
  from	
  BOTH	
  poems	
  and	
  name	
  language	
  and	
  structure	
  devices	
  	
  
-­‐ You	
  MUST	
  refer	
  to	
  the	
  context	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written	
  and	
  how	
  the	
  

poet	
  explores	
  that	
  context	
  
-­‐ You	
  MUST	
  compare	
  the	
  ideas	
  presented	
  in	
  both	
  poems,	
  exploring	
  similarities	
  

and	
  differences.	
  

Find	
  3	
  or	
  4	
  similarities	
  and	
  
differences	
  between	
  the	
  

two	
  poems	
   Comment	
  on	
  language	
  structure	
  AND	
  
form	
  for	
  each	
  poem	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  

present	
  the	
  poet’s	
  message	
  and	
  have	
  
an	
  effect	
  on	
  the	
  reader.	
  Make	
  sure	
  you	
  

name	
  devices.	
  

You	
  need	
  3	
  quotations	
  
from	
  each	
  poem	
  for	
  a	
  

range	
  

Link	
  the	
  ideas	
  you	
  explore	
  to	
  
the	
  context	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poem	
  
was	
  written	
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Both	
  ‘Catrin’	
  and	
  ‘Poppies’	
  explore	
  a	
  difficult	
  relationship	
  between	
  a	
  mother	
  and	
  their	
  child.	
  Clarke	
  
writes	
  about	
  the	
  birth	
  of	
  her	
  own	
  daughter	
  and	
  describes	
  the	
  umbilical	
  cord	
  through	
  a	
  metaphor:	
  
“The	
  tight	
  /	
  red	
  rope	
  of	
  love	
  which	
  we	
  both	
  /	
  fought	
  over”.	
  It	
  is	
  like	
  they	
  are	
  playing	
  tug	
  of	
  war	
  and	
  
fighting,	
  but	
  the	
  word	
  ‘love’	
  suggests	
  she	
  cares	
  for	
  her	
  daughter.	
  Red	
  could	
  suggest	
  love	
  but	
  also	
  a	
  
warning	
  of	
  difficulties.	
  Weir	
  talks	
  about	
  a	
  mother	
  whose	
  son	
  is	
  going	
  off	
  to	
  war,	
  as	
  the	
  Iraq	
  war	
  was	
  
happening	
  when	
  the	
  poem	
  was	
  written.	
  Similarly	
  to	
  Clarke,	
  Weir	
  shows	
  love	
  and	
  difficulties	
  in	
  the	
  
line:	
  “I	
  resisted	
  the	
  impulse	
  /	
  to	
  run	
  my	
  fingers	
  through	
  the	
  gelled	
  /	
  blackthorns	
  of	
  your	
  hair.”	
  This	
  
shows	
  she	
  wants	
  to	
  care	
  for	
  her	
  son	
  and	
  stroke	
  his	
  hair,	
  but	
  the	
  metaphor	
  of	
  ‘gelled	
  blackthorns’	
  

suggests	
  the	
  son	
  is	
  hard	
  and	
  doesn’t	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  looked	
  after.	
  

To	
  get	
  Level	
  4	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Example	
  answer:	
  

Both	
  ‘Catrin’	
  and	
  ‘Poppies’	
  explore	
  a	
  difficult	
  relationship	
  between	
  a	
  mother	
  and	
  their	
  child.	
  
In	
  Catrin,	
  Clarke	
  write	
  about	
  the	
  birth	
  of	
  her	
  daughter,	
  using	
  first	
  person	
  to	
  show	
  it	
  is	
  her	
  

personal	
  experience.	
  She	
  uses	
  a	
  metaphor	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  difficult	
  relationship:	
  “The	
  tight	
  /	
  red	
  
rope	
  of	
  love	
  which	
  we	
  both	
  /	
  fought	
  over”.	
  The	
  contrast	
  between	
  love	
  and	
  fighting	
  shows	
  

Clarke	
  has	
  mixed	
  feelings	
  and	
  experiences	
  both	
  love	
  and	
  conflict	
  in	
  her	
  relationship	
  with	
  her	
  

The	
  comparisons	
  of	
  
similarities	
  and	
  
differences	
  is	
  specific	
  
and	
  varied.	
  

There	
  is	
  a	
  close	
  focus	
  on	
  
language,	
  form	
  and	
  
structure	
  throughout	
  with	
  
good	
  examples	
  for	
  each	
  
point	
  made	
  	
  

4-­‐5	
  quotations	
  from	
  each	
  poem	
  
–	
  with	
  some	
  points	
  being	
  
supported	
  by	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  
quotation	
  or	
  identifying	
  more	
  
than	
  one	
  device	
  	
  

Each	
  point	
  is	
  
supported	
  by	
  context	
  
with	
  clear	
  links	
  to	
  how	
  
that	
  context	
  is	
  
explored	
  or	
  expressed	
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daughter.	
  The	
  enjambment	
  suggests	
  a	
  tug	
  of	
  war	
  between	
  mother	
  and	
  daughter	
  as	
  the	
  fight	
  
over	
  the	
  ‘red	
  rope’.	
  ‘Poppies’	
  was	
  written	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  the	
  Iraq	
  war	
  and	
  Weir	
  reflects	
  on	
  
the	
  feelings	
  of	
  mothers	
  whose	
  sons	
  went	
  off	
  to	
  war.	
  She	
  uses	
  contrasting	
  images	
  to	
  show	
  
the	
  mother’s	
  confused	
  emotions.	
  This	
  is	
  shown	
  in	
  the	
  line:	
  “I	
  resisted	
  the	
  impulse	
  /	
  to	
  run	
  
my	
  fingers	
  through	
  the	
  gelled	
  /	
  blackthorns	
  of	
  your	
  hair.”	
  While	
  running	
  fingers	
  through	
  his	
  
hair	
  is	
  caring,	
  the	
  metaphor	
  of	
  ‘gelled	
  blackthorns’	
  suggests	
  the	
  son	
  is	
  tough	
  and	
  hard,	
  not	
  a	
  

little	
  boy.	
  Weir	
  also	
  uses	
  enjambment,	
  like	
  Clarke,	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  mother	
  is	
  struggling	
  to	
  
contain	
  her	
  emotions.	
  The	
  difference	
  is,	
  in	
  Catrin	
  both	
  mother	
  and	
  daughter	
  are	
  fighting,	
  

but	
  in	
  Poppies	
  the	
  son	
  is	
  the	
  one	
  pulling	
  away.	
  

To	
  get	
  Level	
  5:	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Example	
  answer:	
  

Both	
  ‘Catrin’	
  and	
  ‘Poppies’	
  explore	
  a	
  difficult	
  relationship	
  between	
  a	
  mother	
  and	
  their	
  child.	
  While	
  
the	
  source	
  of	
  that	
  difficulty	
  differs,	
  both	
  mothers	
  express	
  a	
  struggle	
  in	
  having	
  to	
  let	
  go	
  of	
  their	
  

children	
  as	
  they	
  grow	
  up.	
  In	
  Clarke’s	
  autobiographical	
  poem	
  ‘Catrin’,	
  she	
  expresses	
  the	
  confusing	
  
emotions	
  she	
  has	
  at	
  the	
  birth	
  of	
  her	
  daughter.	
  The	
  poem	
  is	
  written	
  in	
  first	
  person	
  to	
  show	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  

personal	
  account,	
  though	
  she	
  refers	
  to	
  her	
  daughter	
  in	
  the	
  poem	
  as	
  ‘child’	
  to	
  show	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  universal	
  
experience	
  of	
  being	
  a	
  mother.	
  The	
  metaphor:	
  “The	
  tight	
  /	
  red	
  rope	
  of	
  love	
  which	
  we	
  both	
  /	
  fought	
  
over”	
  literally	
  represents	
  the	
  umbilical	
  cord	
  during	
  the	
  birth	
  of	
  Catrin,	
  but	
  also	
  metaphorically	
  

represents	
  the	
  bond	
  between	
  mother	
  and	
  daughter.	
  The	
  juxtaposition	
  of	
  ‘love’	
  and	
  ‘fought	
  over’	
  
implies	
  the	
  mixed	
  feelings	
  of	
  struggle	
  and	
  love	
  Clarke	
  has	
  for	
  her	
  daughter.	
  This	
  is	
  further	
  

emphasised	
  by	
  the	
  enjambment,	
  reflecting	
  the	
  struggle	
  as	
  it	
  is	
  as	
  if	
  the	
  lines	
  are	
  being	
  pushed	
  and	
  
pulled,	
  just	
  like	
  Clarke’s	
  emotions.	
  The	
  tough	
  sounds	
  created	
  in	
  the	
  alliteration	
  and	
  assonance	
  in	
  the	
  

line	
  ‘red	
  rope	
  of	
  love’	
  emphasises	
  the	
  struggle	
  and	
  closeness	
  of	
  their	
  relationship.	
  Similarly,	
  in	
  
‘Poppies’	
  Weir	
  uses	
  contrasting	
  imagery,	
  but	
  instead	
  to	
  show	
  the	
  mother	
  longing	
  to	
  protect	
  her	
  son,	
  
who	
  is	
  no	
  longer	
  an	
  innocent	
  child.	
  The	
  poem,	
  again	
  in	
  first	
  person	
  like	
  Catrin,	
  to	
  show	
  a	
  personal	
  

Detailed	
  analysis	
  of	
  both	
  
similarities	
  and	
  differences	
  
at	
  the	
  same	
  time.	
  

The	
  effect	
  of	
  language,	
  
structure	
  and	
  form	
  are	
  
considered	
  simultaneously	
  

Context	
  is	
  woven	
  into	
  your	
  
analysis,	
  and	
  explored	
  
alongside	
  the	
  themes	
  and	
  
ideas	
  presented	
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experience,	
  explores	
  the	
  worries	
  of	
  a	
  mother	
  as	
  her	
  son	
  goes	
  to	
  war,	
  it	
  also	
  remains	
  universal	
  to	
  
allow	
  the	
  reader	
  to	
  reflect	
  on	
  the	
  experience	
  of	
  all	
  mothers	
  during	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  the	
  Iraq	
  war	
  which	
  

was	
  happening	
  when	
  the	
  poem	
  was	
  published.	
  The	
  mother’s	
  struggle	
  is	
  shown	
  in	
  the	
  line:	
  “I	
  resisted	
  
the	
  impulse	
  /	
  to	
  run	
  my	
  fingers	
  through	
  the	
  gelled	
  /	
  blackthorns	
  of	
  your	
  hair.”	
  Here	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  

juxtaposition	
  between	
  the	
  caring,	
  maternal	
  act	
  of	
  ‘run[ning]	
  my	
  fingers’	
  through	
  his	
  hair	
  and	
  the	
  
metaphorical	
  description	
  of	
  his	
  hair	
  as	
  ‘gelled	
  blackthorns’,	
  which	
  suggests	
  a	
  hardened	
  toughness,	
  
implying	
  her	
  son	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  fragile	
  innocent	
  boy	
  he	
  once	
  was.	
  Like,	
  Clarke,	
  Weir	
  uses	
  enjambment	
  to	
  
show	
  the	
  mother	
  struggling	
  to	
  contain	
  her	
  emotions	
  as	
  her	
  son	
  joins	
  the	
  army.	
  There	
  are	
  differences	
  

in	
  the	
  relationships	
  between	
  each	
  mother	
  and	
  their	
  child,	
  as	
  while	
  Clarke	
  is	
  exploring	
  a	
  mutual	
  
struggle	
  for	
  separation	
  and	
  independence	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  “both	
  fought”,	
  the	
  mother	
  in	
  Weir’s	
  poem	
  is	
  

having	
  to	
  “resist”	
  mothering	
  her	
  son	
  when	
  she	
  pulls	
  away	
  from	
  him	
  and	
  leaves.	
  	
  

Key	
  Terminology	
  

Language	
   Structure	
   Form	
  

Simile	
   Caesura	
   Ballad	
  

Metaphor	
   Enjambment	
   Dramatic	
  monologue	
  

Extended	
  metaphor	
   Repetition	
   First	
  person	
  

Personification	
   Refrain	
   Quatrains	
  

Oxymoron	
   Meter	
   Rhyming	
  couplets	
  

Juxtaposition	
   Listing	
   Rhyme	
  scheme	
  

Rhetorical	
  question	
   Rhyme	
   Poetic	
  persona	
  

Symbolise	
   Rhythm	
   Blank	
  verse	
  

Imagery	
   	
   Epic	
  poem	
  

Alliteration	
   	
   	
  

Plosive	
  alliteration	
   	
   	
  

Fricative	
  alliteration	
   	
   	
  

Sibilance	
   	
   	
  

Assonance	
   	
   	
  

Repetition	
   	
   	
  



9	
  
	
  

Direct	
  address	
   	
   	
  

Dialect	
   	
   	
  

Tone	
   	
   	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

INSERT	
  POEMS	
  HERE	
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Practice	
  exam	
  questions	
  

1.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
Re-­‐read	
  Half-­‐caste.	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  different	
  ideas	
  about	
  identity	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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2.	
  	
  

	
  

Re-­‐read	
  What	
  Were	
  They	
  Like?	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  memories	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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3.	
  	
  

	
  

Re-­‐read	
  Cousin	
  Kate.	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  difficult	
  relationships	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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4.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

Re-­‐read	
  Exposure.	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  war	
  is	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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5.	
  	
  

	
  

Re-­‐read	
  The	
  Charge	
  of	
  the	
  Light	
  Brigade.	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  
anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  conflict	
  in	
  battle	
  is	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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6.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
Re-­‐read	
  Poppies.	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  family	
  relationships	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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7.	
  	
  

	
  
Re-­‐read	
  War	
  Photographer.	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  conflict	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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8.	
  	
  

	
  
Re-­‐read	
  Extract	
  from	
  The	
  Prelude.	
  Choose	
  one	
  other	
  poem	
  from	
  the	
  Conflict	
  anthology.	
  	
  
	
  
Compare	
  how	
  troubling	
  encounters	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  two	
  poems.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  consider	
  the:	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language,	
  form	
  and	
  structure	
  	
  
	
  
•	
  influence	
  of	
  the	
  contexts	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poems	
  were	
  written.	
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Part	
  2:	
  
Unseen	
  Poetry	
  

	
  
	
  

You	
  will	
  be	
  asked	
  to	
  compare	
  two	
  unseen	
  contemporary	
  poems	
  

	
  

	
   	
   Written	
  after	
  1945	
  

Not	
  from	
  the	
  
poetry	
  anthology	
  

Find	
  and	
  discuss	
  
similarities	
  and	
  
differences	
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Part	
  2	
  Unseen	
  Poetry	
  Mark	
  Scheme:	
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In	
  our	
  own	
  words:	
  

It	
  is	
  most	
  important	
  for	
  this	
  section	
  that	
  you	
  identify	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  
each	
  poem	
  and	
  explain	
  the	
  similarities	
  and	
  differences	
  in	
  the	
  ideas	
  
presented.	
  	
  

Once	
  you	
  have	
  identified	
  the	
  meaning	
  you	
  can	
  then	
  start	
  to	
  look	
  for	
  
language	
  and	
  structure	
  devices	
  and	
  explain	
  the	
  form.	
  

The	
  mark	
  scheme	
  is	
  asking	
  you	
  to	
  explain	
  what	
  ideas	
  you	
  take	
  from	
  
the	
  poems,	
  backed	
  up	
  by	
  examples.	
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Key	
  Terminology	
  

Language	
   Structure	
   Form	
  

Simile	
   Caesura	
   Ballad	
  

Metaphor	
   Enjambment	
   Dramatic	
  monologue	
  

Extended	
  metaphor	
   Repetition	
   First	
  person	
  

Personification	
   Refrain	
   Quatrains	
  

Oxymoron	
   Meter	
   Rhyming	
  couplets	
  

Juxtaposition	
   Listing	
   Rhyme	
  scheme	
  

Rhetorical	
  question	
   Rhyme	
   Poetic	
  persona	
  

Symbolise	
   Rhythm	
   Blank	
  verse	
  

Imagery	
   	
   Epic	
  poem	
  

Alliteration	
   	
   Sonnet	
  

Plosive	
  alliteration	
   	
   	
  

Fricative	
  alliteration	
   	
   	
  

Sibilance	
   	
   	
  

Assonance	
   	
   	
  

Repetition	
   	
   	
  

Direct	
  address	
   	
   	
  

Dialect	
   	
   	
  

Tone	
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Comparing	
  unseen	
  poems	
  –	
  a	
  step-­‐by-­‐step	
  guide	
  

1.	
  Identify	
  the	
  theme	
  or	
  idea	
  the	
  question	
  is	
  asking	
  you	
  to	
  compare	
  

2.	
  Read	
  through	
  the	
  two	
  poems	
  –	
  summarise	
  the	
  poet’s	
  thoughts	
  and	
  feelings	
  about	
  the	
  
theme	
  –	
  start	
  with	
  the	
  title,	
  does	
  it	
  give	
  you	
  a	
  clue	
  about	
  what	
  message	
  the	
  poem	
  will	
  have?	
  

3.	
  Look	
  at	
  your	
  summaries:	
  

-­‐ what	
  is	
  similar	
  about	
  their	
  thoughts	
  and	
  feelings?	
  	
  
-­‐ What	
  is	
  different	
  about	
  their	
  thoughts	
  and	
  feelings?	
  

4.	
  Identify	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  each	
  poem	
  	
  

– Is	
  it	
  regular?	
  Can	
  you	
  name	
  the	
  type	
  of	
  poem	
  it	
  is?	
  
– Is	
  it	
  irregular?	
  	
  
– Is	
  there	
  a	
  pattern?	
  
– Is	
  there	
  a	
  rhyme	
  scheme?	
  Is	
  it	
  regular/irregular?	
  
– Are	
  any	
  stanzas	
  shorter	
  than	
  the	
  others?	
  
– Is	
  it	
  one	
  long	
  stanza?	
  

5.	
  How	
  does	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  each	
  poem	
  add	
  to	
  the	
  poet’s	
  message	
  about	
  the	
  theme?	
  Do	
  the	
  
forms	
  convey	
  a	
  similar	
  message	
  in	
  each	
  poem	
  or	
  a	
  different	
  message?	
  THIS	
  IS	
  ONE	
  OF	
  
YOUR	
  PQEs.	
  

6.	
  For	
  each	
  similarity	
  you	
  have	
  found	
  in	
  point	
  3,	
  find	
  a	
  language	
  or	
  structure	
  devices	
  to	
  
support	
  it	
  from	
  each	
  poem.	
  THIS	
  IS	
  ONE	
  OF	
  YOUR	
  PQEs	
  

7.	
  For	
  each	
  difference	
  you	
  have	
  found	
  in	
  point	
  3,	
  find	
  a	
  language	
  or	
  structure	
  device	
  to	
  
support	
  it	
  from	
  each	
  poem.	
  THIS	
  IS	
  ONE	
  OF	
  YOUR	
  PQEs	
  

Similarities	
  and	
  differences	
  you	
  could	
  consider:	
  

-­‐ Do	
  they	
  use	
  repetition	
  to	
  convey	
  a	
  point?	
  
-­‐ What	
  images	
  do	
  they	
  use	
  to	
  present	
  the	
  theme	
  –	
  similes	
  and	
  metaphors,	
  are	
  they	
  

positive	
  or	
  negative?	
  
-­‐ Is	
  there	
  a	
  lexical	
  field	
  (words	
  that	
  all	
  link	
  to	
  a	
  similar	
  idea)	
  that	
  conveys	
  a	
  certain	
  tone	
  

or	
  mood?	
  
-­‐ Is	
  it	
  in	
  first	
  or	
  third	
  person?	
  How	
  do	
  you,	
  the	
  reader,	
  feel	
  towards	
  the	
  speaker?	
  

8.	
  Repeat	
  until	
  you	
  have	
  covered	
  all	
  the	
  similarities	
  and	
  differences.	
  You	
  MUST	
  make	
  sure	
  
you	
  have	
  covered	
  both	
  language	
  and	
  structures	
  in	
  the	
  PQEs	
  you	
  have	
  written.	
  

9.	
  Conclude	
  –	
  over	
  all,	
  how	
  are	
  the	
  two	
  poems	
  similar	
  in	
  their	
  presentation	
  of	
  the	
  theme?	
  
How	
  are	
  they	
  different?	
  Does	
  one	
  end	
  with	
  a	
  positive	
  view	
  while	
  the	
  other	
  is	
  negative?	
  Are	
  
their	
  over	
  all	
  tones	
  different?	
  How	
  does	
  each	
  poem	
  make	
  the	
  reader	
  feel?	
   	
  

Make	
  this	
  your	
  
introduction	
  to	
  
your	
  answer	
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Practice	
  questions:	
  

Poem	
  1:	
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Poem	
  2:	
  

	
  

	
  

Compare	
  the	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  poets	
  present	
  snobbery	
  in	
  1st	
  Date	
  –	
  She	
  &	
  1st	
  
Date	
  –	
  He	
  and	
  Postcard	
  from	
  a	
  Travel	
  Snob.	
  In	
  your	
  answer	
  you	
  should	
  
compare:	
  

• 	
  the	
  ideas	
  in	
  the	
  poems	
  

• 	
  the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language	
  	
  

• 	
  the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  form	
  and	
  structure.	
  

Use	
  evidence	
  from	
  the	
  poems	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  comparison.	
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2.	
  

Poem	
  1:	
  Valentine	
  by	
  Carol	
  Ann	
  Duffy	
  

Not	
  a	
  red	
  rose	
  or	
  a	
  satin	
  heart.	
  
	
  
I	
  give	
  you	
  an	
  onion.	
  
It	
  is	
  a	
  moon	
  wrapped	
  in	
  brown	
  paper.	
  
It	
  promises	
  light	
  
like	
  the	
  careful	
  undressing	
  of	
  love.	
  
	
  
Here.	
  	
  
It	
  will	
  blind	
  you	
  with	
  tears	
  	
  
like	
  a	
  lover.	
  
It	
  will	
  make	
  your	
  reflection	
  
a	
  wobbling	
  photo	
  of	
  grief.	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  trying	
  to	
  be	
  truthful.	
  
	
  
Not	
  a	
  cute	
  card	
  or	
  a	
  kissogram.	
  
	
  
I	
  give	
  you	
  an	
  onion.	
  
Its	
  fierce	
  kiss	
  will	
  stay	
  on	
  your	
  lips,	
  
possessive	
  and	
  faithful	
  
as	
  we	
  are,	
  
for	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  we	
  are.	
  
	
  
Take	
  it.	
  
Its	
  platinum	
  loops	
  shrink	
  to	
  a	
  wedding-­‐ring,	
  
if	
  you	
  like.	
  
	
  
Lethal.	
  
Its	
  scent	
  will	
  cling	
  to	
  your	
  fingers,	
  
cling	
  to	
  your	
  knife.	
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Poem	
  2:	
  

	
  

Compare	
  the	
  ways	
  the	
  writers	
  challenge	
  assumptions	
  in	
  Valentine	
  and	
  Stewart	
  
Island.	
  	
  In	
  your	
  answer,	
  you	
  should	
  compare:	
  	
  

• the	
  ideas	
  in	
  the	
  poems	
  	
  	
  

• the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language	
  	
  	
  

• the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  form	
  and	
  structure.	
  Use	
  evidence	
  from	
  the	
  poems	
  to	
  
support	
  your	
  comparison.	
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3.	
  	
  

Poem	
  1:	
  Hurricane	
  Hits	
  England	
  by	
  Grace	
  Nichols	
  

It	
  took	
  a	
  hurricane,	
  to	
  bring	
  her	
  closer	
  
To	
  the	
  landscape	
  
Half	
  the	
  night	
  she	
  lay	
  awake,	
  
The	
  howling	
  ship	
  of	
  the	
  wind	
  
Its	
  gathering	
  rage,	
  
Like	
  some	
  dark	
  ancestral	
  spectre,	
  
Fearful	
  and	
  reassuring:	
  
	
  
Talk	
  to	
  me	
  Huracan	
  
Talk	
  to	
  me	
  Oya	
  
Talk	
  to	
  me	
  Shango	
  
And	
  Hattie,	
  
My	
  sweeping,	
  back-­‐home	
  cousin.	
  
	
  
Tell	
  me	
  why	
  you	
  visit.	
  
An	
  English	
  coast?	
  
What	
  is	
  the	
  meaning	
  
Of	
  old	
  tongues	
  
Reaping	
  havoc	
  
In	
  new	
  places?	
  
	
  
The	
  blinding	
  illumination,	
  

Even	
  as	
  you	
  short-­‐	
  
Circuit	
  us	
  
Into	
  further	
  darkness?	
  
	
  
What	
  is	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  trees	
  
Falling	
  heavy	
  as	
  whales	
  
Their	
  crusted	
  roots	
  
Their	
  cratered	
  graves?	
  
	
  
O	
  Why	
  is	
  my	
  heart	
  unchained?	
  
	
  
Tropical	
  Oya	
  of	
  the	
  Weather,	
  
I	
  am	
  aligning	
  myself	
  to	
  you,	
  
I	
  am	
  following	
  the	
  movement	
  of	
  your	
  
winds,	
  
I	
  am	
  riding	
  the	
  mystery	
  of	
  your	
  storm.	
  
	
  
Ah,	
  sweet	
  mystery;	
  
Come	
  to	
  break	
  the	
  frozen	
  lake	
  in	
  me,	
  
Shaking	
  the	
  foundations	
  of	
  the	
  very	
  trees	
  
within	
  me,	
  
That	
  the	
  earth	
  is	
  the	
  earth	
  is	
  the	
  earth.	
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Poem	
  2:	
  

	
  

Compare	
  the	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  past	
  and	
  present	
  are	
  represented	
  in	
  One	
  Flesh	
  and	
  
Hurricane	
  Hits	
  England.	
  In	
  your	
  answer	
  you	
  should	
  compare:	
  

• the	
  ideas	
  in	
  the	
  poems	
  

• the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language	
  

• the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  form	
  and	
  structure.	
  

Use	
  evidence	
  from	
  the	
  poems	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  comparison.	
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4.	
  	
  

Poem	
  1:	
  If	
  by	
  Rudyard	
  Kipling	
  

If you can keep your head when all about you    
    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,    
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,  
    But make allowance for their doubting too;    
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,  
    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,  
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,  
    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:  
 
If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;    
    If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;    
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster  
    And treat those two impostors just the same;    
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken  
    Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,  
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,  
    And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools:  
 
If you can make one heap of all your winnings  
    And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,  
And lose, and start again at your beginnings  
    And never breathe a word about your loss;  
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew  
    To serve your turn long after they are gone,    
And so hold on when there is nothing in you  
    Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’  
 
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,    
    Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,  
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,  
    If all men count with you, but none too much;  
If you can fill the unforgiving minute  
    With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,    
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,    
    And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 
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Poem	
  2:	
  Prayer	
  Before	
  Birth	
  by	
  Louis	
  Macniece	
  

I am not yet born; O hear me. 
Let not the bloodsucking bat or the rat or the stoat or the 
club-footed ghoul come near me. 
 
I am not yet born, console me. 
I fear that the human race may with tall walls wall me, 
with strong drugs dope me, with wise lies lure me, 
on black racks rack me, in blood-baths roll me. 
 
I am not yet born; provide me 
With water to dandle me, grass to grow for me, trees to talk 
to me, sky to sing to me, birds and a white light 
in the back of my mind to guide me. 
 
I am not yet born; forgive me 
For the sins that in me the world shall commit, my words 
when they speak me, my thoughts when they think me, 
my treason engendered by traitors beyond me, 
my life when they murder by means of my 
hands, my death when they live me. 
 
I am not yet born; rehearse me 
In the parts I must play and the cues I must take when 
old men lecture me, bureaucrats hector me, mountains 
frown at me, lovers laugh at me, the white 
waves call me to folly and the desert calls 
me to doom and the beggar refuses 
my gift and my children curse me. 
 
I am not yet born; O hear me, 
Let not the man who is beast or who thinks he is God 
come near me. 
 
I am not yet born; O fill me 
With strength against those who would freeze my 
humanity, would dragoon me into a lethal automaton, 
would make me a cog in a machine, a thing with 
one face, a thing, and against all those 
who would dissipate my entirety, would 
blow me like thistledown hither and 
thither or hither and thither 
like water held in the 
hands would spill me. 
 
Let them not make me a stone and let them not spill me. 
Otherwise kill me. 
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Compare	
  the	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  hopes/fears	
  for	
  the	
  future	
  are	
  represented	
  in	
  If	
  
and	
  Prayer	
  Before	
  Birth.	
  In	
  your	
  answer	
  you	
  should	
  compare:	
  

• the	
  ideas	
  in	
  the	
  poems	
  

• the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  language	
  

• the	
  poets’	
  use	
  of	
  form	
  and	
  structure.	
  

Use	
  evidence	
  from	
  the	
  poems	
  to	
  support	
  your	
  comparison.	
  

	
  

	
  


